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POSITION TITLE: Apprentice Licensed Practical Nurse (ALPN) 
POSITION FAMILY: Nursing
REPORTS TO: ACNO/CNO
Unity Medical Center (UMC), Grafton, North Dakota is an independent, not-for-profit, 14-bed designated Level IV trauma hospital with 2 rural health clinics.

UMC employs 4 Physicians and 9 Advanced Practice Providers that provide services in 2 locations: Grafton and Park River. UMC provides care to over 20,000 patients each year including outreach specialty services of Oncology, Surgery, Orthopedic surgery, Podiatry, Psychiatry, Cardiology, and Obstetrics. Other preventative health and educational opportunities are Audiology, Nutrition, Lactation, Diabetes Education etc.

POSITION SUMMARY: 

This position works in all nursing areas of the hospital treating patients. 

The Apprentice Licensed Practical Nurse (ALPN) is responsible for managing the care of assigned patients under the direction of the Registered Nurse. Primary care nursing is a method of providing comprehensive, individualized, and consistent care. Patient care areas include acute care beds, emergency, primary care, swing bed, and respite care.
The ALPN is responsible for providing teaching and guidance to the Certified Nursing Assistants. The ALPN answers call lights, assists in making beds, preparing units, placing and removing patient protective and safety devices, cleaning nursing work areas and washing utensils and equipment.

The ALPN provides medical care of the assigned patients.  This includes measuring and recording food intake and output, collecting specimens, taking and recording vital signs.  This position orientates patients to the hospital environment and assists with discharge procedures.  Any observed changers in patient condition, pain sensorium or affect are reported to the Registered nurse.

The ALPN encourages patient participation in educational/therapeutic activities and assist with rehabilitative exercises when needed.
ESSENTIAL FUNCTIONS: 


The ALPN assesses both physical and mental status and prioritizes the patient’s needs. Identifies and develops a plan of care with the help of the RN on duty. Provides teaching, advocacy, and direction throughout the continuum of care.
Coordinates patient care plan using interdisciplinary approach, collaborates with physicians, RN, family or significant other, and /or other health care disciplines as patient needs or condition necessitates.

ALPN contributes to nursing assessment by collecting, reporting, and recording objective and subjective data in an accurate and timely manner.

Completes assessments within timelines established by Unity Medical Center policy.

Initiates appropriate care guidelines, discharge plan, and nutrition screen on admit.

Assures identification, documentation, and/or revision of discharge planning as appropriate to address patient needs.


Reviews and/or updates care guidelines as patient condition indicates.

Clarifies and implements physician orders. Documents and communicates nursing interventions and patient responses to appropriate members of the health care team which include Physician, RN, Physical Therapist, Dietician, Social Worker, Others providing care to the patient. 
Implements the patient education plan.

Able to demonstrate the knowledge and skills necessary to provide care to the age of the patient as specified in Age Specific policy (located in 9000 policy manual). 

Provides and environment conducive to safety and health of our patients 
NOTE: The essential functions are intended to describe the general content of and requirements of this position and are not intended to be an exhaustive statement of duties. Specific tasks or responsibilities will be documented as outlined by the incumbent's immediate manager.
PHYSICAL DEMANDS/ENVIRONMENT FACTORS: 
Able to stand, walk, bend, squat, reach, and stretch frequently.

· Possess physical agility and adequate reaction time to respond quickly and appropriately to unexpected patient care needs.

· Needs adequate hearing and visual acuity, including adequate color vision.

· Requires fine motor skills, adequate eye-hand coordination, and ability to grasp and handle objects.

· Able to use proper body mechanics to assist patients in ambulating, transferring in and out of bed, chair or wheelchair.

· May be required to lift up to 75 pounds.

· Must use standard precautions due to threat of exposure to blood and bodily fluids.

· Needs ability to communicate effectively through reading, writing, and speaking in person or on telephone.

· Requires use of computer and our Electronic Medical Record software.

MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS: 

Licensed to practice as an ALPN in the State of North Dakota. Is a graduate of an approved school of Nursing. Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR) for healthcare workers.
Available positions can be found on unitymedcenter.com. And to apply view about us, careers. And for more information please contact Rachel Ray at rray@unitymedcenter.com
or 701.352.1600
